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270 miles east of the Dodecanese islands. It would form an
invaluable link in an airline from Europe through Athens
to Asia and India.
In securing its occupation by Britain, Disraeli naturally
had his eye on the Suez Canal and our "life-line" with
India and the East generally. But before the new regime
could be firmly established, international events led to the
occupation of Egypt itself, and this proved unfortunate for
Cyprus, which owing to England being preoccupied with
Egypt, suffered a further period of relative neglect, although
many things were done to improve upon its parlous con-
dition under Turkey, Further, since Cyprus was still nomin-
ally a Turkish possession, she had still, through Britain, to
pay tribute to Turkey, and this was a severe drain upon a
primitive community's limited resources. Since we had
occupied the island originally in our own interest, part at
least of this money should have been remitted, even though
we had subsequently undertaken greater responsibilities in
Egypt. Many fair-minded Cyprigts would, however, admit
that we have already to some extent made this up to them
and are likely to do so much more in the future. When
Turkey entered the first world war against Britain in 1914,
she lost even her nominal tide to Cyprus and all payments
to her of course ceased.
Egypt, however, continued to be the chief guarantee of
Britain's Mediterranean communications until 1922, when
it became an independent kingdom; sponsored by Britain
she entered the League of Nations in 1936. History has
therefore come full circle, and Cyprus, which in 1925 had
been given the formal status of a British Colony, has regained
its original importance in the Empire scheme. It is ideally
situated as a naval and air base to command the Eastern
Mediterranean. Famagusta is capable of development as a
naval harbour, and there are excellent sites for aerodromes
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